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sideways and holding the hand he had taken. "And I came whe
he came," cried Mary with an abrupt and awkward intensity; an
she too turned and leaned back and took possession of her aunt
other hand. Thus with their faces so close to each other that th
girl's hair brushed his cheek the two cousins, for an appreciabl
passage of time, clung to the elderly woman as if their mulua
contact with her brought them closer.
And thus they entered the outskirts of the village of North
wold. It was Miss Elizabeth Crow who made the motion to releas*
her fingers.
" Tis like old times to see ye all back," remarked the driver
as his two front-seat passengers resumed their normal position.
"It makes anyone wish he were brought up to Church. Us chapel-
folk are less liable to be gathered together by funerals. When the
Lord divides us. He divides us. But Norfolk gentry, all such as
I've seen, and I've seen a deal o'n one way and another? are
mighty tender over the family. Me own mother had five of us
and I've got more nephies than I knows of, yet devil a one would
I want to see coming up me steps. Tis as nat'ral to me to turn
and run from a blood-relation as it is to some folks to hug 'e'n
to heart"
"I am afraid human nature is much the same all the world
over," remarked Miss Elizabeth.
"So 'tis, Madam. So 'tis," said the man, winking at John Crow.
"If I were a cousin of the late Canon, not Ameriky itself would
keep me from hearing Lawyer Didlington read the old gentle-
man's will!"
They had reached the middle of the village at this point and
the visitor from France laid his hand on the driver's elbow. "You
can set me down here," he said.
"No, no," cried Aunt Elizabeth. "I can't allow that. Ill vouch
for it that Philip will be glad to welcome you to lunch. He and
my niece Tilly went ahead in the first car, leaving us detached
females to follow with the luggage."
But the machine had stopped; and John, holding his bag in his
hand, was already out in the road.
"There'll be quite enough of us all without me, Aunt," he said.